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With Wimbledon underway and the Ashes on the horizon, TV Licensing and the Federation of Small
Businesses are reminding businesses they risk court prosecution and a fine of up to £1,000 if staff are
watching TV on the premises and the business is not licensed. 

A TV Licence is legally required to watch any TV programmes as they are broadcast, whether on a
computer, TV or any other type of equipment. With many TV channels available online and sports fans keen
to watch their heroes in action, businesses are advised they may need a licence even if there is no TV set in
the office . 

If an employee is caught watching TV illegally, the business may be held liable and fined up to £1,000
whether they are aware that employees are watching or not, so it is important that staff are well informed. 

Enquiry officers will be out in force during the summer's sports tournaments, visiting domestic and business
addresses identified as unlicensed on TV Licensing's database of almost 30 million UK addresses. During
this year's Six Nations rugby championship, TV Licensing caught over 55,000 individuals and
businesses who were watching without a licence. 

Jon Shaw, a TV Licensing Spokesperson, said  "Gone are the days when sports fans had to take a day off
or even a crafty sickie to watch Wimbledon or the cricket. Now they can watch all the action without leaving
their desk. This means that it is more important for businesses to make sure that they are correctly licensed.
TV Licensing would always rather businesses are correctly licensed than risk a court case and a fine, which
is why we're making sure that businesses are aware of the implications if staff are watching online.” 

Stephen Alambritis, FSB Head of Public Affairs, added:   "We know that a lot of people like to keep up with
the action from big events such as Wimbledon by watching online at the office and, as this is easier than
ever before, it is essential that businesses and their employees understand the Regulations. It is very simple
to buy a licence and, with unlicensed businesses risking a £1,000 fine, there really is no excuse not to be
correctly covered so that everyone can enjoy the sport this summer". 
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In response to Lord Carter's Digital Britain report , published last week, the Federation of Small Businesses
has said the plans don’t go far enough to help businesses, and that the UK “is in a time warp” when it comes
to broadband facilities. 

John Wright, National Chairman Federation of Small Businesses, said: 

"The Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) welcomes the Government's commitment to ensure universal
access to fast broadband, but warns the expected 2mbps by 2012 lacks ambition and shows the UK is in a
time-warp. 

Research by the FSB shows that a third of small businesses already have 2mbps broadband speed, yet
struggle to do core, day-to-day business activities. More than half of small businesses rely on the internet for
up to 50% of their annual turnover, yet simple tasks such as emailing, marketing, buying and selling, are
time-consuming because their broadband speeds are letting them down. 

The online world is crucial to small business development, especially for firms in rural Britain where
businesses have been waiting for years for promised Government action to deal with the ‘notspots' – where
there is no broadband access. 

By 2012, £1 in every £5 will come from online commerce, but if small businesses are to compete, the
Government must take bolder action.  Around 60% of small businesses want a minimum broadband speed
of 8mbps. But with Japan leading the way, making high speed broadband of 90mbps available to everyone,
the FSB urges the Government to do more. 
Small businesses are ready to play their part. Now the Government needs to step up and take the country
into a future when UK businesses are internationally competitive."


